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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


Medical  Officer's  Department , 
Town  Hall ,  Oxford. 

To  the  Members  of  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  call  your  attention  to  a  report  of  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  district  during  the  year  1902. 

Summary  of  Vital  Statistics. 

Area  in  statute  acres,  4,719. 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1902,  49,786. 

Total  Births,  1,110  ;  rate  per  1,000,  22-29. 

Total  Deaths,  726;  rate  per  1,000,  14*6. 

Death-rate  from  seven  chief  Zymotic  Diseases,  0*903. 
Deaths  under  one  year,  rate  per  1,000  Births,  128*8. 
Percentage  of  Deaths  not  medically  certified,  2-34. 

Death  and  Birth-rates  in  England  and  Wales  and  the 
large  towns.  Oxford  is  placed  among  the  103  towns  : — 


Birth 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

Zymotic 

Death 

Rate. 

Infants  under  one 
year;  rate  per 
1,000  Births. 

England  and  Wales 

28-6 

1 6*3 

I  ’64 

1  OD 

76  d  owns 

3°‘° 

1  7*4 

2  ’  I  2 

I45 

103  Towns  - 

27'3 

15*3 

r53 

T35 

. 

In  the  event  of  a  non-resident  being  admitted  to  any 
of  the  following  Institutions  situated  in  the  City,  viz.,  Rad- 
cliffe  Infirmary,  Eye  Hospital,  City  Hospital,  St.  John’s 
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Hospital,  or  the  Warneford  Asylum,  and  dying  there,  the 
death  is  excluded,  while  the  death  of  an  Oxford  resident 
occurring  in  the  Headington  Workhouse  or  Littlemore 
Asylum,  which  are  not  in  the  City,  is  included  in  the  nett 
death-rate. 

The  age  and  sex  distribution  is  slightly  more  favourable 
to  life  in  Oxford  than  it  is  in  England  and  Wales  as  a 
whole,  and  for  purposes  of  comparison,  the  Oxford  death- 
rate  should  be  multiplied  by  rc>26.  The  following  is  a  list 
of  the  tables  dealing  with  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  City  : — 

I.  Population,  &c.,  at  time  of  1901  Census. 

The  Colleges  and  Halls  situated  within  the  Oxford  Poor 
Law  Incorporation  constitute  a  separate  parish,  the  area 
of  which  is  included  in  the  areas  of  the  surrounding  or 
adjoining  parishes.  The  parish  comprises  the  following : — 
Wadham,  Christ  Church,  Pembroke,  Balliol,  St.  John’s, 
Trinity,  All  Souls,  Brazenose,  Lincoln,  Oriel  (part),  St. 
Mary’s  Hall,  Exeter,  Jesus,  Magdalen,  Hertford,  New 
College,  Queen’s,  St.  Edmund’s  Hall,  University,  New  Inn 
Hall,  and  Worcester  ;  while  Charsley’s  Hall,  Keble,  Corpus 
Christi,  Merton,  Oriel  (part),  and  St.  Alban  Hall,  situated 
in  the  Headington  district,  are  rated  in  their  corporate 
character  as  integral  parts  of  the  parishes  in  which  they  are 
situated. 

II.  Age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population. 

III.  Vital  Statistics  of  the  whole  district  for  1902  and 
previous  years. 

IV.  Deaths  and  Births  registered  in  the  district  during 
1902,  arranged  in  parishes. 

The  deaths  of  Oxford  residents  occurring  at  the  Radcliffe 
Infirmary,  City  Hospital,  and  Eye  Hospital,  are  referred 
to  their  proper  parishes,  while  those  which  took  place  at  the 


5 


Oxford  Workhouse,  Warneford  Asylum,  and  St.  John’s 
Hospital,  will  be  found  in  the  parish  in  which  the  institution 
is  situated,  viz.,  St.  Clement’s  in  case  of  the  two  former,  and 
Cowley  St.  John  in  case  of  St.  John’s  Hospital. 

V.  Deaths  in  Public  Institutions. 

VI.  Causes  and  ages  of  deaths  which  make  up  the  nett 
death-rate. 

VII.  Notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  during  last  ten 
years. 

VIII.  Ages  of  cases  notified  during  1902. 

IX.  Districts  in  which  the  cases  occurred. 

X.  Districts  in  which  deaths  from  the  seven  chief  Zymotic 
Diseases  occurred  during  1902. 

XI.  Deaths  from  some  of  the  more  important  preventable 
diseases  since  1872. 

XII.  The  Zymotic  Death-rate. 

Population  and  Vital  Statistics.  Tables  I. — VI. 

The  figures  in  the  first  two  tables  speak  for  themselves; 
the  process  of  decentralization  is  going  steadily  on,  the 
population  of  the  outlying  districts  increasing,  while  that 
in  the  centre  of  the  town  has  remained  stationary  or  de¬ 
creased. 

Table  III.  gives  a  summary  of  the  Vital  Statistics  for 
1902  and  the  ten  preceding  years.  By  themselves  these 
figures  are  satisfactory  enough,  but  if  they  are  examined  for 
each  separate  parish  (Table  IV.),  some  rather  startling  facts 
are  brought  out.  It  must,  however,  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  figures  deal  with  comparatively  small  numbers,  and  have 
only  been  worked  out  for  one  year. 
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Four  parishes  only,  viz.,  Cowley  St.  John,  St.  Aldate’s 
(including  New  Hinksey),  St.  Giles  (including  Summer- 
town),  and  St.  Thomas  (including  New  Botley  and  Osney), 
show  a  marked  increase  in  population,  and  judging  from  the 
figures  for  last  year,  the  general  state  of  affairs,  as  far  as 
concerns  these  districts,  is  satisfactory.  There  are  two 
parishes,  however,  St.  Clement’s  and  St.  Ebbe’s,  the  Vital 
Statistics  of  which  compare  very  unfavourably  with  the 
rest  of  Oxford.  In  the  case  of  the  former  the  figures  are 
not  so  bad  as  they  appear  at  first  sight  to  be,  for  they 
include  the  deaths  which  occurred  at  the  Oxford  Work- 
house  and  the  Warneford  Asylum.  Allowing  for  these 
deaths,  32  in  number,  including  two  deaths  of  infants  under 
one  year,  and  subtracting  the  population  of  these  Insti¬ 
tutions  at  the  last  Census  from  the  total  population  of 
the  district,  we  get  a  death-rate  of  21 '6,  and  an  infant 
mortality  of  198.  It  is  true  that  no  correction  has  been 
made  for  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population, 
but  the  infant  mortality  is  independent  of  this,  and  the  fact, 
that  out  of  every  thousand  children  born  alive  in  these 
districts,  198  in  St.  Clement’s  and  193  in  St.  Ebbe’s  die 
before  they  reach  the  age  of  one  year,  is  a  state  of  affairs 
that  requires  attention. 

Last  year  the  rate  of  infant  mortality  was  133  for  England 
and  Wales,  119  for  the  Rural  Districts,  145  for  the  76  great 
towns,  and  135  for  the  103  smaller  towns,  while  in  Oxford 
as  a  whole  it  was  128, .excluding  the  deaths  of  six  infants 
who  were  admitted  to  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary  from  outside 
the  district,  and  also  the  death  of  one  infant  at  the  Heading- 
ton  Workhouse. 

During  the  thirty  years  that  Mr.  Winkfield  was  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  the  work  of  clearing  avvay  insanitary 
courts  and  yards  went*  steadily  on,  but  sooner  or  later  the 
problem  of  opening  up  some  of  the  larger  areas  must  be 
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faced.  The  physical  features  of  Oxford  favour  the  formation 
of  districts  which  are  off  the  beaten  track,  and  the  general 
state  of  stagnation,  which  is  certain  to  exist  in  such  districts, 
exercises,  for  a  variety  of  reasons,  a  bad  effect  on  their  Vital 
Statistics.  The  remedy  lies  in  opening  up  these  stagnant 
areas  by  means  of  new  roads  and  bridges,  sweeping  away 
some  of  the  worst  courts  and  yards,  and  replacing  them 
by  better  houses.  With  better  and  cheaper  means  of  transit, 
it  will  in  future  be  less  necessary  for  the  workman  to  live 
near  his  work,  and  as  the  value  of  land  is  less  on  the  out¬ 
skirts  than  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  it  will  be  possible  for 
him  to  obtain  better  accommodation  there  at  the  same  cost. 

In  Table  V.  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  various  Public 
Institutions  will  be  found. 

Table  VI.  gives  the  ages  and  causes  of  the  deaths  which 
make  up  the  nett  death-rate,  and  the  quarters  in  which  they 
occurred. 

The  deaths  from  the  Respiratory  Diseases  correspond 
to  a  death-rate  of  2^33  per  1,000,  while  that  from  Phthisis 
and  the  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  was  1*62  per  1,000. 
The  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  show  a  considerable  increase, 
which  is  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  the  deaths  for  1901  were 
very  much  below  the  average.  During  the  past  year  a  large 
number  of  rooms  were  disinfected  after  deaths  from  this 
disease,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  people  are  slowly  be¬ 
ginning  to  realize  that  Consumption  is  catching.  The  pro¬ 
blem  of  the  best  means  of  dealing  with  this  disease  is  an 
exceedingly  difficult  one.  The  majority  of  the  patients  are 
adults,  often  with  families  dependent  upon  them,  so  that 
taking  care  of  a  patient  for  a  few  months  may  also  mean 
providing  for  his  family  for  a  like  period.  In  the  mean¬ 
while,  however,  much  may  be  done  to  prevent  the  disease 
by  means  of  greater  precautions  in  the  case  of  those  affected, 
good  sanitation,  and  above  all,  efficient  ventilation. 
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Infectious  Diseases.  Tables  VII. — XII. 

The  total  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  shows 
a  satisfactory  decrease.  There  is  a  considerable  improve¬ 
ment  as  regards  Diphtheria,  and  although  there  is  some 
increase  of  Scarlet  Fever,  it  must  be  remembered  that  for 
many  years  the  City  has  been  wonderfully  free  from  the 
latter  disease.  A  single  case  of  Puerperal  Fever,  and  only 
five  cases  of  Enteric  Fever,  one  of  which  was  admitted  to 
the  Radcliffe  Infirmary  from  outside  the  district,  is  a  matter 
for  congratulation. 

From  Table  VIII.  it  will  be  seen  that,  as  is  usually  the 
case,  the  great  majority  of  persons  who  suffered  from  Scarlet 
Fever  and  Diphtheria  were  children. 

Passing  on  to  the  deaths  from  the  seven  chief  Zymotic 
Diseases  the  figures  are  not  so  satisfactory.  One  death  each 
from  Small  Pox  and  Scarlet  Fever  and  two  from  Diphtheria 
make  Oxford  compare  very  favourably  with  other  towns, 
but  the  loss  of  so  many  lives  from  Measles  and  Whooping 
Cough  is  much  to  be  deplored,  and  in  respect  of  these 
two  diseases,  the  position  of  the  City  is  not  what  it  ought 
to  be. 

The  deaths  from  some  of  the  more  important  preventable 
diseases  since  1872  will  be  found  in  Table  XL 

The  Seven  Chief  Zymotic  Diseases. 


Small  Pox. 

The  City  has  been  very  fortunate  in  having  only  one  case 
of  this  disease  imported  during  the  past  year,  and  that  under 
conditions  most  favourable  for  preventing  the  mischief  from 
spreading.  *The  disease  was  diagnosed  as  soon  as  the 
patient  reached  his  home,  and  there  was  little  difficulty 
in  getting  hold  of  the  contacts,  with  the  result  that  re- 
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vaccination  of  those  exposed  to  the  infection,  removal  of 
the  patient  and  disinfection,  did  their  work  and  no  further 
cases  arose. 

Unfortunately  the  case  terminated  fatally,  and  as  so  much 
mischief  has  often  been  caused  by  the  infection  after  death, 
the  last  necessary  duties  were  performed  by  members  of  the 
Sanitary  Staff  with  every  possible  precaution. 

The  nursing  of  cases  of  Small  Pox  is  attended  with  a 
certain  amount  of  danger  to  the  immediate  neighbourhood, 
and  the  City  is  to  be  congratulated  on  having  erected  a 
complete  hospital  four  miles  from  Carfax,  where  those  who 
prefer  Small  Pox  to  vaccination  and  re-vaccination  may  be 
treated  without  danger  to  the  outside  public. 

The  disease  is  largely  spread  through  the  country  by 
tramps,  and  as  this  most  undesirable  class  of  the  community 
abounds  in  towns  where  there  is  plenty  of  accommodation  for 
them,  it  is  in  the  interests  of  the  City  that  no  inducement 
should  be  offered  them  to  include  Oxford  in  their  round 
of  visits. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  reported  was  partly 
due  to  an  outbreak  numbering  seventeen  cases  in  an  insti¬ 
tution  in  the  parish  of  Cowley  St.  John.  With  this  ex¬ 
ception  the  cases  were  more  or  less  scattered,  but  the  type 
of  disease  was  less  mild  on  the  whole  than  during  the  last 
few  years.  One  case  out  of  66  terminated  fatally,  corre¬ 
sponding  to  a  fatality  of  i'5  per  cent. 

Diphtheria. 

The  character  of  the  disease  was  as  a  rule  mild,  as  in  the 
past  few  years,  and  there  was  a  very  marked  falling  off  in 
the  number  of  cases,  especially  in  North  Oxford.  There 
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was  no  serious  outbreak  at  any  time,  but  a  few  cases 
cropped  up  in  districts  which  had  escaped  during  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year.  Two  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  the 
disease,  corresponding  to  a  fatality  of  2 '6  per  cent. 

Measles. 

A  glance  at  Table  XI.  will  show  that  Measles  still  con¬ 
tinues  to  recur  in  Oxford  in  a  cycle  of  three  years.  During 
the  past  year  there  were  a  very  large  number  of  cases 
attended  with  the  loss  of  20  lives,  which,  though  quite 
serious  enough,  was  not  so  bad  as  in  either  of  the  two 
preceding  visitations.  The  districts  in  which  the  deaths  oc¬ 
curred  may  be  seen  in  Table  X. 

The  outbreak  originated  in  the  North  of  Oxford  early 
in  the  year,  but  it  was  not  until  May  that  the  disease  began 
to  make  itself  felt  in  the  Elementary  Schools. 

The  course  of  the  disease  may  be  followed  by  the  annexed 
table,  which  gives  the  dates  at  which  the  various  schools 
were  closed  : — 

School.  Department .  Date  when  closed. 


East  Oxford  Board 

Infants 

May  28th. 

Cowley  St.  John 

>> 

June  17th. 

SS.  Mary  and  John 

Boys 

>>  >> 

33  n 

-  Girls 

>>  >> 

))  33 

-  Infants 

33  33 

St.  Ebbe’s 

>> 

33  33 

Holy  Trinity 

-  Boys 

July  1st. 

jj  j) 

Girls 

33  >> 

Infants 

)>  >> 

New  Hinksey 

Boys 

>>  )> 

))  >> 

-  Girls 

>>  )> 

>>  » 

-  Infants 

3)  >3 

St.  Aldate’s 

July  7th. 

St.  Giles’ 

>> 

Oct.  10th. 

A  very  large  number  of  the  infants  were  away  from 
St.  Clement’s  about  the  middle  of  June,  and  during  July 
the  attendance  in  both  departments  of  the  Summertown 
Schools  was  very  much  reduced  for  the  same  reason.  Du¬ 
ring  the  third  week  in  July  a  large  number  of  children  were 
away  from  the  Boys’  and  Girls’  Departments  of  St.  Aldate’s, 
and  from  the  Infants’  Department  of  St.  Thomas’,  but  the 
schools  remained  open  until  the  Summer  holidays. 

In  October  the  attendance  in  the  Infant  Department  at 
SS.  Philip  and  James  was  considerably  reduced,  and  several 
children  were  away  for  Measles  from  St.  Barnabas  and 
St.  PauPs. 

The  outbreak  only  spared  one  or  two  schools,  and  as  one 
attack  of  Measles  generally  protects  for  life,  there  is  every 
hope  that  the  City  will  have  a  respite  until  1905  at  least. 

Measles  is  highly  infectious,  especially  during  the  two 
days  of  catarrh  which  precede  the  rash,  and  can  easily  be 
carried  in  the  clothing,  &c.  If  Measles  attacked  adults  a 
little  more  frequently,  we  should  hear  much  less  of  “  Only 
the  Measles,”  and  fewer  lives  would  be  thrown  away,  as 
there  is  no  doubt  that  parents  are  far  more  ready  to  take 
precautions  in  diseases  which  attack  them  as  well  as  their 
children. 

Of  the  20  fatal  cases,  three  were  under  one  year  of  age, 
seven  under  two,  three  under  three,  two  under  four,  three 
under  five,  one  child  was  eight  years  of  age,  and  there  was 
one  adult.  All  the  cases  under  one  year  belonged  to  St. 
Ebbe’s.  If  only  the  parents  would  take  a  little  more  care 
to  keep  children  under  five  years  of  age  out  of  the  way 
of  infection,  the  mortality  would  be  enormously  reduced. 

W /looping  Cough. 

The  loss  of  life  in  this  disease  also  was  among  very  young 
children.  The  infectious  character  of  the  disease  in  the 
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early  stages  before  the  typical  “Whoop”  renders  preventive 
measures  a  question  of  very  great  difficulty. 


Diarrhoea. 

The  death-rate  from  Diarrhoea  is  generally  low  in  Oxford, 
and  last  year,  owing  to  the  cold  weather  in  the  S  u  m  mer, 
there  were  only  three  deaths.  In  Oxford  the  house  refuse 
is  removed  three  time  a  week  all  the  year  round,  and  during 
the  Summer  months  all  the  drains  and  closets  in  the  poorer 
districts  are  disinfected  at  intervals.  It  is  possible  that  our 
low  death-rate  from  this  disease  is  largely  due  to  these 
measures. 


Fever. 

The  only  cases  notified  under  this  heading  were  Enteric 
Fever.  Of  the  five  cases  one  was  brought  into  the  Radcliffe 
Infirmary  from  outside  the  district,  in  two  instances  the 
infection  was  contracted  away  from  Oxford,  while  in  the  two 
remaining  cases  it  was  impossible  to  discover  the  source 
of  the  disease.  All  the  patients  recovered.  In  only  one 
instance  was  the  patient  nursed  at  home.  The  small  number 
of  cases  of  this  dangerous  disease  is  most  satisfactory. 

In  table  XII.  the  death-rate  in  Oxford  from  the  seven 
chief  Zymotic  Diseases  may  be  compared  with  that  in  other 
towns. 

In  the  early  months  of  the  year  there  was  a  good  deal 
of  Chicken  Pox,  and  towards  the  end  there  were  some  cases 
of  Influenza,  but  the  latter  were  of  a  comparatively  mild 
type. 
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Bacteriological  Work. 

The  following  specimens  have  been  examined  during  the 
year  : — 


ist  Qr. 

2nd  Qr. 

3rd  Qr. 

r-t ■ 

rO 

>-! 

- .  1 

Total. 

For  Enteric  Fever 

I 

3 

2 

2 

8 

For  Pulmonary  Tuber- 

culosis 

I3 

7 

19 

7 

46 

For  Diphtheria — • 

A — Cases  in  Hospital 

39 

25 

28 

53 

i45 

B — Cases  in  the  town 

75 

67 

31 

75 

248 

Total 

128 

102 

80 

w 

447 

The  number  of  specimens  from  the  Hospital  examined  for 
Diphtheria  may  appear  somewhat  large  compared  with  the 
number  of  cases  reported,  but  it  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact 
that  no  case  is  discharged  until  a  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion  fails  to  reveal  the  presence  of  the  specific  organism,  and 
a  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  are  examined  on  ad¬ 
mission  in  view  of  the  possibility  of  a  double  infection.  The 
examination  of  all  children  attending  Elementary  Schools 
from  infected  houses,  before  their  return  to  school  after 
a  period  of  quarantine,  accounts  for  a  large  proportion  of  the 
specimens  from  the  town. 

Corporation  Hospital. 

In  Hospital  Jan.  ist,  1902 — 25  cases. 

,,  „  Dec.  31st,  1902 — 14  cases. 

Admitted  during  the  year — 128  cases,  viz.,  Scarlet  Fever, 
60 ;  Diphtheria,  66 ;  Small  Pox,  1  ;  Persons  in  contact  with 
Small  Pox,  1. 

Of  the  cases  notified  in  the  district,  90^9  per  cent,  of  the 
Scarlet  PTver  and  89*1  of  the  Diphtheria  were  removed 
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to  Hospital,  while  two  cases  of  Diphtheria  or  2*8  per  cent, 
were  admitted  to  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary  from  outside  the 
district  and  nursed  there. 

Two  deaths  from  Diphtheria  and  one  from  Scarlet  Fever 
occurred  in  the  Hospital,  corresponding  to  a  fatality  of  3*08 
and  1  ‘66  respectively.  The  high  percentage  of  cases  treated 
in  the  Hospital  is  most  satisfactory,  showing  that  the  value 
of  the  City  Hospital  is  being  appreciated  in  Oxford. 

The  Matron  wishes  to  thank  many  kind  friends  for  very 
welcome  presents  of  toys,  books,  cakes,  and  clothes  during 
the  past  year.  Gifts  of  old  toys  and  cast  -  off  children’s 
clothes  will  be  always  gratefully  received. 

Water  Slip  ply. 

The  water  supplied  to  the  District  from  the  City  Water¬ 
works  has  been  satisfactory  throughout  the  year.  The 
following  figures  have  been  taken  from  the  monthly  Reports 
of  the  Public  Analyst  to  show  the  quality  of  the  water  at 
different  seasons  of  the  year.  The  figures  indicate  quantities 
as  grains  per  gallon  : — 


1  Total  Dissolved  Solid  Matter 
Chlorine  as  Chlorides 
Ammonia,  free  and  Saline 
,,  Albuminoid  - 
Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 
,,  Nitrites 

Oxygen  required  to  Oxydise  Or¬ 
ganic  Matter  in  3  hours 


March 

June 

Oct. 

Dec. 

23-0 

2TO 

19*04 

27*16 

i*3 

i-4 

!*3 

2*0 

•003 

'004 

*002 

•OO3 

•006 

'006 

-OO4 

'006 

•  1 1 2 

"120 

•063 

’i  1 9 

0 

0 

O 

0 

•036 

•023 

•OI9 

•028 

The  Factory  Act. 

The  Factory  and  Workshops  Act  of  1901,  which  came 
into  force  on  Jan.  1st,  1902,  makes  considerable  alterations 
in,  and  additions  to,  the  duties  of  the  Local  Authority  in 
regard  to  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Work-places.  The 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  required  to  deal  specifically 
with  the  administration  of  the  Act  in  his  Annual  Report, 
and  to  send  a  copy  of  this  portion  of  the  report  to  the 
Secretary  of  State.  The  notices  served  during  the  past 
year  may  be  classified  as  follows  : — 

Sanitation. — Six  notices  were  served  in  the  case  of  dirty 
workshops,  and  one  with  regard  to  the  accumulation  of 
refuse.  One  instance  of  an  overcrowded  workroom  was 
dealt  with. 

Retail  Bakehouses. — In  three  instances  the  premises  were 
found  to  be  dirty  and  notices  were  served. 

Sanitary  Conveniences. —  In  one  instance  the  sanitary  ac¬ 
commodation  was  found  to  be  insufficient.  Two  notices 
were  served  for  defective  closets. 

Home  Work. — Thirteen  lists  of  out-workers  were  received, 
representing  11  employers,  6  contractors,  and  331  out¬ 
workers. 

Notices  from  H.M.  Inspector. — Four  notices  dealing  with 
defects  and  two  with  occupation  of  workshops  were  re¬ 
ceived  during  the  year. 

It  always  takes  a  little  time  to  get  a  new  Act  into  working 
order,  but  at  the  same  time  I  would  point  out  to  you  that, 
with  a  staff  of  two  inspectors  for  a  population  of  50>0°° 
persons  extended  over  an  area  of  4,719  acres,  it  will  be 
no  easy  matter  to  carry  out  the  new  duties  imposed  by 
the  Act  in  an  efficient  manner. 

The  Inspector  s  Report. 

This  report  deals  at  length  with  the  work  done  in  the 


removal  of  nuisances,  disinfection,  &c.  Information  will 
also  be  found  with  regard  to  the  work  done  in  removal 
of  house  refuse,  road  scavenging,  public  bathing  places,  &c., 
the  inspection  of  slaughter  houses,  dairies  and  milkshops, 
and  common  lodging-houses,  and  the  carrying  out  of  various 
Acts. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  L.  ORMEROD,  M.A.,  M.D., 
D.P.H.  (Oxon),  M.R.C.P., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


March ,  1903. 
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TABLE  I.  Population  1901  Census. 


Civil  Parish. 

Area  in 
Statute 
Acres. 

Inhabit¬ 

ed. 

Houses. 

Uninhabited. 

Build¬ 

ing. 

Population. 

In  occu¬ 
pation. 

Not  in  oc¬ 
cupation. 

1891. 

1901. 

Binsey  . 

425 

14 

•  •  • 

78 

54 

Cowley  St.  John 

603 

2427 

46 

69 

J9 

8668 

1 106 1 

Holywell 

249 

143 

I 

8 

1 

709 

7 10 

Oxford  University, 

Colleges  &  Halls 

.  .  . 

77 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

252 

279 

St.  Aldate 

533 

1066 

27 

22 

27 

4091 

4883 

St.  Clement  . 

53i 

692 

28 

3° 

•  •  • 

3533 

3365 

St.  Ebbe 

48 

978 

36 

27 

•  •  • 

4964 

4486 

St.  Giles 

143° 

2449 

90 

81 

3i 

10548 

11877 

St.  John 

9 

32 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

91 

83 

St.  Martin  and  All 

Saints 

1 2 

96 

56 

2 

2 

633 

452 

St.  Mary  Magdalen 

42 

3l8 

45 

*5 

•  •  • 

1 733 

1377 

St.  Mary-the-Virgin 

12 

5° 

10 

2 

•  •  • 

224 

206 

St.  Michael  . 

i5 

130 

90 

7 

•  •  • 

592 

586 

St.  Peter-in-the-East 

86 

91 

13 

6 

5 

497 

366 

St.  Peter-le-Bailey  . 

1 1 

136 

45 

7 

695 

656 

St.  Thomas 

712 

1785 

36 

28 

•  •  • 

8434 

8895 

Unnamed 

i 

. . . 

•  •  • 

City  of  Oxford 

47i9 

10484 

526 

3°6 

85 

45742 

49336 

TABLE  II.  Age  and  Sex  distribution  of  the 

Population. 


All 

ages. 

O- 

5- 

10- 

u- 

20- 

25- 

35- 

45~ 

55- 

65- 

75- 

85- 

Persons 

49336 

4742 

47 1 5 

5*9° 

5247 

4777 

7649 

6207 

4791 

332i 

1897 

693 

107 

Males 

r— 

00 

KH 

2390 

2357 

2601 

2245 

1884 

3o83 

2704 

2095 

1 3  7  5 

794 

273 

26 

Females 

27509 

2352 

2358 

2589 

3002 

2893 

4566 

35°3 

2696 

1946 

1103 

420 

81 

A 


B  5 


i8 


TABLE  III.  Vital  Statistics  of  the  whole  District. 


O 

4-> 

a  8 

rt  >> 

■-3  u 

C/1  03 
d)  d> 

SU  O 

Births. 

Total  deaths  registered  i 
district. 

n  the 

r  Public 
in  the 

)f  non-residents 

:1  in  Pub.  Inst. 

he  district. 

nts  regis- 

Inst.  be- 

trict. 

Nett  deaths  at 
all  ages  be¬ 
longing  to  the 
district. 

Year 

Under  1  year  of 
age. 

At  all  ages. 

S  O 

2  St 

43  .  4-> 

4-J  4-»  (/} 

cj  *4=: 

in 

3^3 
£3  % 

.  (1) 

4->  ,-H 

oj  rO 

3.3 
&  s 

0  c 

Ph 

Num¬ 

ber. 

Rate. 

Num¬ 

ber. 

Rate  per 
1000 
births 
registered 

N  um¬ 
ber. 

Rate. 

Tj  'Zj 
c/) 

—  Sh 

03  HH 

O 

H 

Deaths  c 
registers 

in  t 

O  £  Tj 
in  •  •-*  C 

£  9 

05  d) 
d)  u 

Q  £ 

Num¬ 

ber. 

Rate. 

I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

IO 

1 1 

I  2 

13 

1892 

46189 

1240 

26*9 

i93  : 

l55'5 

9°9 

19*6 

•  .  • 

45 

... 

864 

18*7 

i893 

46548 

1284 

27*6 

170 

T34’° 

765 

i6*4 

•  •  • 

47 

. . . 

718 

z5’4 

M 

OO 

'O 

4^ 

46907 

1166 

24-9 

128 

109*8 

664 

14*2 

108 

38 

26 

652 

z3’9 

1895 

47266 

1244 

26-3 

164 

131*5 

781 

i6*5 

hi 

36 

19 

764 

16*1 

1896 

47626 

1188 

24*9 

180 

•5I-5 

796 

16*7 

123 

46 

n  n 
DO 

783 

1 6  *4 

1897 

47986 

1174 

24*5 

i53 

I3°‘° 

754 

z5’4 

148 

49 

10 

715 

z4’9 

1898 

48346 

1  r6o 

24*0 

140 

120*5 

674 

i3*9 

I  l8 

. . . 

•  •  • 

662 

i3*7 

1899 

48706 

1094 

22-3 

I59 

I45'5 

824 

16*9 

i35 

55 

19 

788 

16*2 

1900 

49066 

”5! 

23-2 

T37 

1 19*0 

720 

i4*7 

126 

37 

34 

717 

14*6 

19°I 

49426 

IT32 

23-0 

i47 

129'5 

687 

i3*9 

I43 

28 

27 

686 

13*9 

Average 
of  ten 
years. 

47807 

1183 

24*8 

i57 

I32‘7 

757 

J5'8 

126 

42 

24 

735 

T5’4 

1902 

49786 

1 1 10 

22-3 

148 

i33*3 

764 

15-3 

163 

68 

30 

l 

726 

14*6 

Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1000  of  estimated  population. 
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TABLE  IV.  Deaths  and  Births  distributed  among 

Parishes. 


Civil  Parish. 

1 

Popula¬ 

tion, 

1901 . 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Deaths  under  1 

year,  rate  per 

1000  births. 

Num¬ 

ber. 

Rate. 

0- 

1- 

5- 

65- 

Total 

Rate. 

Binsey 

54 

... 

1 

1 

18*5 

Cowley  St.  John 

1 1061 

282 

25‘5 

3  1 

2 1 

67 

54 

03 

15*6 

114 

Holywell 

710 

6 

8-5 

1 

1 

2 

4 

5*6 

Oxford  Univ.  (part)  - 

279 

.  •  , 

1 

1 

3-6 

•  •  • 

St.  Aldate 

4883 

134 

27'5 

16 

5 

20 

17 

58 

n'9 

i 1 9 

St.  Clement  - 

3365 

96 

28-5 

21 

7 

32 

38 

98 

29*0 

219 

St.  Ebbe 

4486 

r55 

34'6 

3° 

9 

2 1 

15 

75 

i6'7 

x93 

St.  Giles 

11877 

180 

I5‘I 

16 

9 

55 

44 

124 

10*4 

89 

St.  John 

33 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

12*0 

•  •  • 

St.  Martin  and  All 

Saints 

452 

2 

4*4 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

2*2 

•  • 

St.  Mary  Magdalen  - 

13  77 

10 

7*3 

2 

3 

5 

8 

18 

I3*° 

200 

St.  Mary-the- Virgin  - 

206 

2 

97 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

4*8 

•  •  • 

St.  Michael  - 

586 

7 

n*9 

... 

1 

2 

2 

5 

87 

•  •  • 

St.  Peter-in-the-East 

366 

7 

1 9'T 

1 

£ 

4 

10*9 

... 

St.  Peter-le-Bailey  - 

656 

8 

I  2*2 

1 

6 

1 

8 

12*3 

St.  Thomas  - 

8895 

221 

24*8 

26 

16 

53 

29 

r  24 

14*0 

j  1 18 

City  of  Oxford  - 

49336 

1 1 10 

22*5 

142 

74 

267 

213 

696 

I4‘I 

128 

20 


TABLE  V.  Deaths  in  Public  Institutions, 
A.— Residents,  included  in  nett  death-rate. 


Name  of  Institution. 

ISt 

Quarter 

2nd 

Quarter. 

3rd 

Quarter. 

4th 

Quarter. 

Total. 

Radcliffe  Infirmary 

16 

*9 

8 

14 

57 

St.  John’s  Hospital 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

I 

~r 

L 

2 

City  Hospital 

l 

I 

.  .  . 

2 

4 

Warneford  Asylum  - 

I 

I 

I 

♦  •  • 

0 

0 

Littlemore  Asylum 

5 

3 

5 

6 

1 9 

Oxford  Workhouse 

1 1 

I  o 

4 

4 

29 

Headington  Workhouse 

i 

3 

6 

i 

1 1 

!  Total 

35 

37 

2  5 

28 

I25 

B. — Non-residents,  excluded  from  nett  death-rate. 


Name  of  Institution. 

ISt 

Quarter. 

2nd 

Quarter. 

3rd 

Quarter. 

4th 

Quarter. 

Total. 

Radcliffe  Infirmary 

2  I 

15 

I  2 

13 

61 

St.  John’s  Hospital 

•  #  • 

2 

•  •  • 

.  .  « 

2 

Warneford  Asylum 

I 

3 

... 

<  /  » 

4 

Eye  Hospital  - 

I 

•  •  • 

. . . 

1 

Total 

23 

20 

12 

13 

68 

r 


TABLE  VI.  CAUSES  ANI)  AGES  OF  DEATHS  WHICH  MAKE  UP  THE  NETT  DEATH-RATE. 
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TABLE  VII.  Notification  of  Infectious  Disease 

DURING  LAST  10  YEARS. 


Name  of  Disease. 

1893 

1894  1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

Small  Pox 

4 

...  '  4 

24 

«  »  * 

1 

t 

Scarlet  Fever 

261 

3°9  i96 

I25 

47 

28 

40 

39 

42 

66 

Diphtheria  - 

1 04 

66  80 

46 

19 

30 

9i 

131 

122 

76 

Typhoid  Fever 

19 

18  :5 

24 

3° 

32 

1 1 

24 

5 

5 

Erysipelas 

62 

38 :  40 

23 

32 

47 

28 

36 

27 

28 

Puerperal  Fever  - 

3  •  •  * 

4 

3 

9 

3 

5 

2 

1 

Total 

45° 

434  335 

246 

131 

146 

1 73 

235 

i99 

1— 1 

TABLE  VIII.  Ages  of  Cases  notified  during  1902. 


Name  of  Disease. 

0- 

1- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

65- 

Total. 

Small  Pox 

1 

I 

Scarlet  Fever- 

. . . 

1 2 

45 

5 

4 

•  •  • 

66 

Diphtheria 

.  .  . 

25 

44 

4 

3 

.  .  . 

76 

Fever 

•  .  • 

... 

♦  •  . 

3 

2 

•  •  . 

5 

Erysipelas 

2 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

19 

3 

28 

Puerperal  Fever 

•  • 

•  •  • 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

Total 

2 

37 

92 

13 

3° 

3 

1 77 
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TABLE  IX.  Distribution  of  cases  of  Notifiable 

Diseases  during  1902. 


Notified. 

Removed  to  Hospital. 

Parish. 

Small 

Pox. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

Puerperal 

F  ever. 

Total. 

Small 

Pox. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Total. 

Binsey 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Cowley  St.  John 

.  .  . 

39 

31 

•  •  • 

I 

84 

•  •  • 

39 

28 

67 

Holywell  . 

Oxford  Univer- 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

sity  (part) 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  • 

•  •  • 

... 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

.  .  • 

St.  Aldate 

•  •  • 

6 

5 

•  •  • 

3 

•  •  • 

14 

... 

6 

4 

IO 

St.  Clement 

•  •  • 

1 

I 

1 

.  .  . 

3 

c  r  • 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

St.  Ebbe  . 

... 

1 

8 

.  .  . 

1 

... 

TO 

1 

8 

9 

St.  Giles  . 

•  •  • 

9 

19 

O 

2 

•  •  • 

32 

.  .  • 

4 

13 

17 

St.John  . 

St.  Martin  and 

. . . 

•  •  • 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

All  Saints 

St.  Mary  Mag- 

. . . 

•  •  • 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

i 

dalen  . 

St.  Mary-the-Vir- 

2 

4 

2 

8 

.  .  . 

2 

4 

6 

gin 

•  .  • 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

.  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

•  .  . 

St.  Michael 

St.  Peter-in-the- 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  * 

•  •  * 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

. . . 

East 

St.  Peter-le-Bai- 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

I 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

ley 

•  •  • 

2 

4 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

7 

•  •  • 

2 

4 

6 

St.  Thomas 

1 

6 

4 

I 

5 

•  •  • 

17 

I 

6 

4 

1 1 

Total 

1 

66 

76 

5 

28 

I 

177 

I 

60 

66 

127 

Diphtheria.  Two  cases  from  outside  district  admitted  to  Radcliffe  Infirmary 
and  one  to  City  Hospital. 

Enteric  Fever.  One  case  admitted  to  Radcliffe  Infirmary  from  outside  district. 
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TABLE  X.  Deaths  from  the  Seven  Chief 

Zymotic  Diseases. 


Parish. 

Small  Pox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Diphtheria. 

Fever. 

Diarrhoea. 

Total. 

Binsey 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Cowley  St.  John  . 

•  •  • 

5 

I 

8 

•  •  • 

14 

Holywell 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

•  .  • 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Oxford  Univ.  (part) 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  . 

•  .  • 

St.  Aldate  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

I 

I 

2 

St.  Clement 

i 

... 

9 

0 

St.  Ebbe 

5 

i 

6  5 

St.  Giles 

9 

0 

... 

1 

4 

St.  John 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

St.  Martin  and  All  Saints 

... 

... 

•  .  . 

St.  Mary  Magdalen 

St.  Mary-the-Virgin 

.  .  . 

•  .  • 

St.  Michael . 

>  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

St.  Peter-in-the-East 

•  •  • 

i 

•  .  . 

i 

St.  Peter-le-Bailey 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

I 

i 

St.  Thomas 

I 

6 

1 

6 

•  •  • 

I 

I 

i4 

Total  . 

I 

20 

1 

I 

18 

2 

... 

3 

45 
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TABLE  XI.  Deaths  from  some  of  the 

PREVENTABLE  DISEASES. 


Y  ear. 

Small 

Pox. 

Scarlet 

F  ever. 

Diphtheria. 

Croup  and 
Laryngitis. 

Fever. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Diarrhoea. 

Dysentery. 

Measles. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Tuberculosis. 

Respiratory 

Diseases. 

1872 

9 

16 

10 

2 

2 

5 

28 

I 

4 

4 

99 

CO 

00 

1873 

I 

•  •  • 

4 

1 1 

6 

1 1 

41 

2 

1 

26 

1 1 7 

I  12 

1874 

.  •  • 

18 

15 

4 

6 

39 

•  •  * 

I3 

4 

1 1 1 

83 

1875 

1 

l9 

5 

3 

8 

40 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

16 

107 

II9 

1876 

1 1 

7 

2 

6 

1 2 

37 

.  .  . 

4 

9 

104 

57 

1877 

35 

9 

7 

2 

1 1 

*7 

. . . 

22 

1 

106 

103 

1878 

1 1 

9 

3 

3 

9 

54 

7 

29 

109 

149 

i879 

2 

r3 

5 

•  .  . 

7 

9 

•  •  • 

1 

6 

100 

93 

1880 

8 

7 

2 

•  •  • 

4 

47 

.  .  . 

12 

2 

91 

136 

1881 

I 

14 

6 

4 

•  •  • 

9 

17 

.  .  . 

28 

22 

73 

94 

1882 

4 

84 

6 

4 

8 

25 

. . . 

3 

13 

56 

104 

1883 

1 

9 

3 

6 

7 

19 

.  •  . 

•  .  • 

8 

82 

121 

1884 

3 

2 

4 

i5 

2 1 

. 

1 1 

34 

82 

9i 

1885 

3 

4 

1 

5 

17 

... 

26 

6 

87 

123 

1886 

1 

1 

3 

2 

4 

23 

•  •  • 

16 

16 

104 

hi 

1887 

3 

5 

1 

7 

31 

•  *  . 

7 

12 

69 

133 

1888 

.  .  . 

T 

2 

5 

16 

*  •  • 

4 

2 

67 

78 

1889 

1 

5 

. . . 

1 

32 

•  •  • 

4i 

1 1 

65 

105 

1890 

6 

•  •  • 

•  • . 

. . . 

2 

2 1 

•  •  • 

10 

*3 

98 

i45 

1891 

5 

3 

1 

1 

1 2 

.  .  • 

24 

5 

79 

138 

1892 

2  3 

5 

1 

1 1 

I 

3 

36 

83 

145 

1893 

... 

6 

32 

9 

2 

14 

•  •  • 

2  5 

.  .  • 

74 

103 

*894 

2 

23 

3 

3 

10 

.  .  . 

2 

80 

75 

1895 

14 

4 

1 

23 

.  .  » 

.  .  . 

24 

79 

r35 

1896 

2 

5 

5 

4 

23 

52 

18 

66 

100 

1897 

.  .  . 

2 

2 

6 

20 

•  •  *> 

4 

23 

65 

114 

1898 

.  .  . 

5 

3 

2 

27 

I 

•  •  • 

4 

61 

TI3 

i899 

... 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

•  •  • 

22 

38 

9 

66 

102 

1900 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

4 

13 

.  .  . 

2 

17 

74 

126 

1901 

•  •  • 

3 

D 

•  •  • 

*3 

•  •  * 

•  •  • 

1 

56 

1 10 

1902 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

. . . 

20 

81 

81 

1 16 

25 


TABLE  XII.  The  Zymotic  Death-rate  . 


PER  1,000. 


Small  Pox  - 
Scarlet  Fever 
Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  - 
Fever 

Diarrhoea  - 

Total 


England 
&  Wales. 

76  Towns. 

o"o8 

0  ‘  1 2 

°'I5 

0-19 

°'38 

°'49 

0*29 

°‘37 

0-23 

C26 

0*13 

°’15 

0-38 

°’54 

1-64  1 

212 

103 

Towns. 

|  Oxford. 

o"o8 

0.020 

0T4 

0*020 

0-37 

0-401 

0'22 

0-361 

0'24 

0*040 

0*1 3 

O'OOO 

°’35 

o-o6i 

r53 

0-903 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT,  1902. 


Sanitary  Inspector's  Office, 
Oxford , 

February ,  1903. 

To  the  Members  of  the  City  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1902. 

During  the  year,  574  houses  have  been  inspected,  and 
when  defects  were  found  notices  were  served  on  the  owners 
or  occupiers  to  remedy  the  same.  This  number  does  not 
include  the  re-inspection  of  premises  to  ascertain  whether 
notices  have  been  complied  with. 

The  Yards,  Courts,  and  Passages  within  the  City  have, 
at  frequent  intervals,  been  inspected,  and  the  necessary 
steps  taken  to  procure  the  abatement  of  such  nuisances 
as  were  found  to  exist. 

605  notices  have  been  served,  viz.: — 410  Inspector’s 
warning  notices,  and  195  Statutory  notices  issued  by  the 
Sanitary  Committee  after  reports  from  the  Inspector. 

Three  notices  were  issued,  for  five  houses,  under  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  calling  upon  owners 
to  make  premises  fit  for  human  habitation,  or  to  discon¬ 
tinue  their  use  as  dwelling  houses.  Two  of  these  houses 
have  been  closed  by  the  owners. 

In  many  cases  verbal  intimation  was  given  of  nuisances 
existing,  and  the  matters  were  remedied  without  the  ne¬ 
cessity  of  serving  notices. 

Legal  proceedings  were  necessary  in  five  instances  to 
procure  the  abatement  of  nuisances,  viz.,  P'ive  dirty  and 
dilapidated  houses.  Orders  were  made  by  the  Justices  for 
the  houses  to  be  cleansed  and  put  in  a  proper  state  of 
repair  within  a  stated  time,  the  defendants  to  pay  the  costs 
of  the  proceedings.  Two  cases  were  pending  at  the  end 
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of  the  year.  In  many  cases  pressure  had  to  be  applied 
before  the  necessary  remedial  works  were  executed  by  those 
responsible. 

The  notices  issued  were  as  follows  : — 


Nature  of  Notices. 

Notices 

from 

Inspector 

Notices 

from 

Committee 

No.  of  H  ouses  affected. 

To  make  premises  fit  for  human  habitation,  or 
discontinue  their  use  as  dwelling  houses 

5 

To  cleanse,  repair,  and  whitewash  premises 

3° 

67 

To  cleanse,  repair  and  whitewash  rooms 

24 

21 

To  put  premises  in  a  proper  state  of  repair  . 

6 

25 

To  repair  roofs  ....... 

8 

2 

To  repair  and  limewash  washhouses 

3i 

23 

To  repair  and  limewash  closets  .... 

26 

34 

To  abate  overcrowding  ..... 

4 

9 

To  put  drains  in  a  proper  state  of  repair 

25 

9 

To  clear  drains  ....... 

231 

33 

To  fix  syphon  traps  to  drains  to  receive  waste 

. 

pipes  from  scullery  sinks  .... 

24 

I3 

To  fix  new  closet  pans  ..... 

33 

13 

To  repair  water  fittings  and  supply  closets  with 
a  sufficient  flush  of  water  .... 

127 

23 

To  provide  cistern  and  water  supply  to  closet 

T 

To  supply  houses  with  a  pure  and  wholesome 
supply  of  water  ...... 

5 

6 

To  remove  accumulations  of  manure  . 

8 

3 

To  remove  accumulations  of  refuse 

7 

1 

To  remove  swine  kept  contrary  to  the  By-laws 

1 

3 

To  repave  yards  ....... 

22 

14 

To  empty  and  fill  in  privy  vaults  and  cesspools 
and  construct  water  closets  instead  thereof, 
and  conppct  drains  with  the  sewer 

To  abate  other  nuisances  ..... 

1 

3 

40 

20 

Complaints. 

210  complaints  have  been  received  and  attended  to  during 
the  year.  23  were  found  on  investigation  to  refer  to  premises 
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on  which  no  nuisance  was  found.  In  other  cases  the  ne¬ 
cessary  steps  were  taken  to  procure  the  abatement  of  the 
nuisances. 

Drain  T e sting. 

During  the  year  13  House-drains  have  been  tested,  with 
the  result  that  in  6  cases  they  were  found  to  be  defective. 
Notices  served  upon  the  owners  requiring  them  to  have  the 
drains  put  in  a  sanitary  condition  were  complied  with. 

Removal  of  House  Refuse ,  Sweepings,  &c. 

780  Notices  to  Householders  and  Occupiers  of  Premises 
have  been  distributed  during  the  year,  calling  their  attention 
to  the  following  regulations  : — 

1.  That  house  refuse  is  removed  three  times  a  week. 

2.  That  on  the  days  appointed,  on  the  ringing  of  the  bell, 
and  not  sooner,  occupiers  of  premises  shall  bring  out  their 
refuse  in  boxes  or  other  suitable  receptacles. 

The  appended  table  shows  the  number  of  loads  removed 
during  each  month  of  the  year  : — 

Number  of  Loads  Removed. 


House  Refuse. 

| 

Sweepings 
or  Mud. 

Total. 

J  anuary  .... 

1,063 

861 

1,924 

February  .  .  .  . 

1,081 

1,047* 

2,128 

March  .  .  .  . 

1,107 

615 

1,722 

April  .  .  .  . 

1 ; 2  39 

608 

1,847 

May  . 

1,000 

556 

L556 

June  .  .  .  . 

1,157 

685 

1,842 

July  .  .  .  . 

993 

486 

D479 

August  . 

830 

547 

L377 

September 

i,i45 

662 

1,807 

October  . 

978 

896 

1,874 

November 

1,293 

i,i56 

2,449 

December 

1,019 

804 

1,823 

Totals 

12,905 

8,923 

2 1,828 

*  In  addition  293  loads  of  snow  removed. 
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According  to  the  Census  returns  for  1891  the  number 
of  inhabited  houses  is  9,265,  while  in  the  returns  for  1901 
it  is  given  as  10,484,  an  increase  of  1,219.  This  number 
does  not  include  526  shops,  &c.,  which  are  only  inhabited 
in  the  daytime,  but  from  which  a  large  amount  of  refuse 
is  collected.  The  number  of  houses  in  course  of  erection 
is  given  as  85. 

During  the  past  10  years  about  14  miles  of  streets  have 
been  added  to  the  district,  the  mileage  in  1891  being  38. 
while  at  the  present  time  it  is  about  52.  There  are  also 
several  new  streets  in  course  of  construction. 


The  accompanying  table  compares  the  number  of  loads 
removed  with  previous  years:  — 


Year. 

Number  of  Loads  removed. 

Total. 

House  Refuse. 

Sweepings  or  Mud. 

1891 

7,200 

4,874 

I2,°74 

1892 

8,108 

5 , 2  2  7 

1 3,335 

1893 

8,973 

6,i45 

i5,M8 

1894 

9,582 

6,609 

16,191 

1895 

10,484 

6,81 1 

1 7 , 2  95 

1896 

10,659 

6,982 

i7,64i 

1897 

10,976 

7,°°3 

17,979 

1898 

1 1,048 

7, 1  °5 

18,153 

1899 

1 T,9°5 

7,454 

19,359 

1900 

12,474 

8,520 

20,994 

1901 

12,604 

8,919 

21,523 

1902 

| 

12,905 

8,923 

2 1,828 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  increase  in  the  number  of  loads 
of  house  refuse  collected  during  the  past  12  years  is  5,705, 
and  of  street  sweepings  4,049. 

It  may  be  mentioned  that  these  figures  do  not  include  the 
removal  of  snow. 
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Comparative  statement  of  estimate  and  expenditure  of 
Scavenging  and  Removal  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse 
with  previous  years  : — 


Year. 

Estimate. 

Expenditure. 

£ 

£ 

1891 — 1892 

4,197 

4,098 

1892 — 1893 

4,446 

4-398 

1893—1894 

4,3°2 

4,2°9 

1894—1895 

4  349 

4,U6 

1 895 — 1896 

4,346 

4,265 

1896 — -1897 

4,4°° 

4,3  2  7 

1897 — 1898 

4,393 

4,2°9 

1898 — 1899 

4,349 

4,343 

1899 — 1900 

4,724 

4,922 

1900 — 190 1 

4,875 

5,5 1 3 

1901  — 1902 

5,24o 

5,444 

T902 — 1903 

5,4oo 

5>369* 

i 

1 

1 

*  Estimated. 


These  figures  include  the  cost  of  converting  cart  sheds 
into  four  stables  and  a  storehouse,  and  the  purchase  of 
horses,  carts,  &c.  The  plant  has  been  materially  added  to 
during  the  last  few  years. 

Public  Conveniences. 

The  Urinals  in  the  City  have  been  regularly  cleansed 
several  times  during  each  week-day  and  once  on  Sunday 
morning. 

The  Underground  Conveniences  have  been  open  to  the 
public  as  under  :  — 

Rewley  Road  1  Week-days  7  a.m.  to  11.30  p.m. 

St.  Clement’s  /  Sundays  9  „  „  10.30  „ 

St.  Giles’  Week-days  6  a.m.  to  11.30  p.m. 

i>  Sundays  6  „  „  10.30  „ 
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The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  cash  collected 
during  the  year  : — 


Convenience. 

Lavatories. 

W.C’s. 

Total. 

£  s  ■  d- 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

St.  Giles’ 

32 

3 

5 

32 

3 

5 

Rewley  Road 

4  5  10 

u 

U 

3 

22 

3 

1 

St.  Clement’s 

1  19  4 

23 

9 

7 

25 

8 

1 1 

£> 

652 

73 

10 

3 

79 

i5 

5 

Canal  Boats  Acts ,  1877  an<^  1884,  and  Regulations 
of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Under  these  Acts  and  Regulations  106  Canal  Boats  have 
been  inspected  during  the  year  as  against  47  the  previous 
year.  They  were  found  to  be  clean  and  with  few  exceptions 
kept  in  accordance  with  the  Regulations. 

The  contraventions  met  with  were  as  under  : — 


Certificate  not  identifying  owner  with  boat  One. 
Marking.  Number  on  boat  not  agreeing 

with  number  on  certificate  One. 

Cabins  overcrowded  One. 

Without  proper  water  vessels  Two. 

Dilapidations  One. 


Preliminary  notices  were  served  on  the  owners,  and  duly 
complied  with. 

No  case  of  infectious  disease  has  been  dealt  with  during 
the  year. 

Nine  boats  have  been  registered  during  the  year. 
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The  number  of  boats  on  the  register  is  35. 

There  were  118  men,  58  women,  and  67  children  on  the 
boats  inspected.  The  ages  of  the  children  were  as  follows  : — 


Girls. 

Under  1  year  = 
1  to  5  years  = 
5  to  10 
10  to  12 


yy 


yy 


5 

12 

9 

6 


Boys. 

Under  1  year  = 
1  to  5  years  = 
5  to  10 
10  to  14 


>> 


o 

8 

14 

13 
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On  August  7th,  Owen  J.  Llewellyn,  Esq.,  H.M.  Chief 
Inspector  under  the  Canal  Boats  Acts,  made  his  annual 
inspection.  After  examining  the  register  and  Inspector’s 
journal,  he  visited  the  water  ways  in  the  district,  and 
inspected  the  boats  that  were  then  there. 

Moveable  Dwellings . 

201  Vans  used  as  dwellings  have  been  inspected.  In  each 
instance  enquiries  were  made  to  ascertain  whether  any 
infectious  disease  existed  or  had  recently  existed  among  the 
occupants.  No  case  of  infectious  disease  was  met  with,  all 
the  occupants  of  the  Vans  being  apparently  in  good  health. 
The  Vans  were  clean  and  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  I  am 
pleased  to  say  that  there  is  a  marked  improvement  in  the 
condition  of  the  Vans  since  they  have  been  regularly  in  - 
spected.  The  following  table  gives  the  particulars  of  the 
various  fairs  : — 


Fair. 

Vans 
used  as 
dwellings. 

Luggage 

wagons. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Gloucester  Green 

23 

24 

44 

32 

19 

Coronation 

37 

* 

54 

37 

49 

St.  Giles  . 

*35 

147 

260 

I35 

96 

St.  Clement’s  . 

6 

6 

i5 

7 

4 

201 

177 

373 

2 1 1 

168 

* 


Number  not  recorded. 
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Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

The  following  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  purchased 
during  the  year  for  analysis,  and  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst,  from  whom  certificates  were  received.  The  results 
of  such  Analysis  are  stated  in  the  table  : — - 


Nature 

No.  of 

Result  of  Analysis. 

of 

Samples 

Remarks. 

Article. 

Analysed. 

Genuine. 

Adulterated 

Arrowroot 

5 

5 

Brandy 

6 

I 

2 

29  and  31  degrees  under 
proof  respectively.  Proceed¬ 
ings  taken.  One  case  dis¬ 
missed  and  one  withdrawn. 

Bread 

i 

I 

Butter 

r  i 

9 

2 

The  two  articles  were 

margarine.  Proceedings 

taken.  Fines  and  costs 

amounting  to  £1  i6j.  6 d. 
in  one  case,  and  £1  8s.  6d . , 

or  seven  days  imprisonment 
in  the  other,  were  imposed. 
Two  of  the  samples  contain¬ 
ed  a  boracic  preservative. 

Coffee 

i 

i 

Ground 

Ginger 

2 

2 

Lard 

2 

? 

Margarine 

4 

4 

In  one  instance  the  Mar- 

garine  was  not  marked  in 
accordance  with  the  Mar- 

garine  Act.  Proceedings 

taken.  Fine  and  costs 

amounting  to  £1  1 6s.  6 d. 
were  imposed. 

Medicine  in 
prescription 

3 

3 
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Nature 

No.  of 

Result  of  Analysis. 

of 

Samples 

— 

Remarks. 

Article. 

Analysed. 

' 

Genuine. 

Adulterated 

Milk 

I  2 

1 1 

I 

Contained  4  °/0  of  added 
water.  Proceedings  taken, 
and  withdrawn  by  order  of 

Pepper 

4 

4 

the  Sanitary  Committee. 

Vinegar 

5 

5 

Whisky 

4 

2 

2 

30 ’8  and  38  degrees  under 

proof  respectively.  Proceed¬ 
ings  taken.  Fines  and  costs 

amounting  to  £1  i6i-.  6d. 
and  £1  i8j.  6 d.  were  im- 

posed. 

Totals 

57 

5° 

7 

As  regards  the  proceedings  that  were  standing  adjourned 
at  the  end  of  last  year,  against  the  vendors  of  Marmalade  (2) 
and  Jam  (1),  containing  starch  glucose,  pending  the  decision 
of  the  High  Court,  re  the  addition  of  glucose  in  Jams,  the 
High  Court  having  given  a  decision  in  favour  of  the  vendors, 
the  proceedings  were  withdrawn  on  April  8th. 

Margarine  Act 

Two  Shop-keepers  have  been  cautioned  for  exposing  for 
sale  Margarine  not  marked  in  accordance  with  the  Act, 
viz.  : — without  having  attached  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
be  clearly  visible  to  the  purchaser  a  label  marked  in  printed 
capital  letters  one  and  a  half  inches  square,  “  Margarine.” 
The  letters  on  the  labels  being  only  half-inch  long. 

» 

Unsound  Food. 

The  undermentioned  was  destroyed,  as  being  unfit  for  the 
food  of  man  : — 

Pig  about  12  score, 

voluntarily  surrendered  by  owner. 
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Dairies ,  Cowsheds ,  and  Milkshops  Orders. 

Under  the  above,  one  person  has  been  registered  during 
the  year,  and  seven  have  been  withdrawn  from  the  Register. 

There  are  now  72  Cowkeepers,  Dairymen,  and  Purveyors 
of  Milk  on  the  Register. 

During  the  past  year  their  premises  have  been  frequently 
inspected,  and  found  to  be  kept  in  a  fair  condition  generally. 


Slaughter-houses. 


The  registered  and  licensed  Slaughter-houses  within  the 
City  have  been  inspected  frequently,  and  they  have  been 
kept  in  accordance  with  the  By-Laws. 

There  are  now  25  registered  and  3  licensed  Slaughter¬ 
houses  on  the  Register. 


Registered  Common  Lodging-houses. 

The  Common  Lodging-houses  within  the  City  have  been 
frequently  inspected  at  irregular  intervals.  As  a  rule  they 
are  well  kept,  their  general  condition  and  management  being 
satisfactory. 

One  house  has  been  withdrawn  from  the  Register. 

There  are  now  3  Common  Lodging-houses  on  the  Register, 
with  a  total  of  20  rooms,  which  are  certified  to  accommodate 
68  lodgers. 

One  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  reported,  and  removed  to 
the  City  Hospital,  and  the  room  and  bedding  thoroughly 
disinfected. 
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Bathing  Places. 


The  Public  Bathing  Places  were  open  from  May  5th  to 
September  30th  as  follows  : — 

Week-days. 

During  May,  June  and  July,  from  6  a.m.  to  8.30  p.m. 

..  August  „  „  „  8.0  „ 

„  September  „  „  „  7.0  „ 


Sundays. 

Tumbling  Bay  from  6  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Long  Bridges  (Males)  „  „  10  a.m. 

„  „  (Females)  „  „  10  a.m. 


Tumbling  Bay  Bathing  Place  was  open  for  Female  Bathers 
only  on  Mondays  and  Wednesdays  from  2.30  to  4.30  p.m., 
and  on  Fridays  all  day,  during  the  season. 

St.  Ebbe’s  Bathing  Place  is  only  open  for  boys  12  years  of 
age  and  under. 

By  kind  permission  of  Dr.  Williams  the  Bathing  Place 
at  Summerfields  was  opened  to  the  public  from  August  5th 
to  September  15th  inclusive,  on  Week-days  from  7  to  10  in 
the  morning,  and  from  5  to  8  in  the  evening,  on  Sundays 
between  7  and  10  in  the  morning.  This  was  much  appre¬ 
ciated  by  the  inhabitants  of  Summertown  and  district. 


Free  Ferrv. 

The  Committee  have  fixed  the  hours  for  the  opening  and 
closing  of  the  Free  Ferry  as  follows  : — 

During  January  from  9  a.m.  to  5.0  p.m. 

„  February  „  „  „  „  5-3°  » 

,,  March  ,,  ,,  ,,  >>  7*^5  >> 

>>  April  ,,  j,  )>  ))  8.0  ,, 
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During 

May 

from  6  a.m. 

to 

8.30  p.m 

D 

June 

yy 

M  V 

yy 

9- 1 5  .. 

yy 

July 

yy 

>> 

yy 

yy 

August 

yy 

>>  >> 

yy 

8-30  „ 

n 

September 

yy 

yy 

7-30  „ 

V 

October 

yy 

9  yy 

yy 

6.0 

yy 

November 

yy 

yy  yy 

yy 

5-o 

yy 

December 

yy 

yy  yy 

yy 

yy  yy 

On  behalf  of  the  freeholders,  and  to  prevent  any  claim 
as  a  public  right  of  way  being  made,  the  Free  Ferry  and 
path  leading  thereto  were  closed  on  Monday,  November 
i  oth. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

In  all  cases  where  the  disease  suggested  defects  the 
premises  were  examined,  and  where  any  such  defects  were 
found  the  necessary  measures  were  taken  to  have  the  same 
remedied  ;  and  Notices  were  also  issued  in  every  case  where 
the  Medical  Officer  certified  that  the  whitewashing  and 
cleansing  of  the  premises  would  tend  to  prevent  or  check 
the  spread  of  infectious  disease. 

Disinfectants  were  also  freely  supplied  in  all  cases  where 
it  was  thought  necessary. 

Disinfection  of  Premises ,  Roo7ns,  &c. 

The  Water  Closets  and  Drains  in  various  streets,  and 
in  the  yards,  courts,  and  passages  have  been  disinfected 
frequently  during  the  summer  months. 

Seventeen  schools  have  been  disinfected  owing  to  the 
prevalence  of  measles,  viz.,  4  Boys’  Schools. 

4  Girls’  ,, 

9  Infants’  ,, 
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356  Rooms  were  disinfected  during  the  year.  The  follow¬ 
ing  articles  were  removed  and  disinfected  : — 

o 


Beds  and  Mattresses 

- 

209 

Pillows  and  Bolsters 

- 

239 

Blankets 

- 

268 

Carpets  - 

- 

44 

Articles  of  Clothing,  &c. 

-  1,292 

Total  2,052 

Prevention  of  Consumption. 


In  42  instances  rooms  have  been  disinfected  with  a  view 
to  the  above. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


THOS.  J.  HULL, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


